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CRITICAL ANNOTATIONS 3

again regain our own repressed childhood and become the gods
we truly are in beauty and in ecstasy.!®!

Critical annotations

(1) As outlined in the previous section, child sexual abuse
is not simply kissing, caressing, and playing with a
child. This is a gross and intentional mischaracteriza-
tion of child molestation. Further, one can be opposed
both to the imposition of authoritarian social norms
and the sexualization of children.

(2) Tt is true in some sense that the child-adult dialectic
serves to reinforce unequal power dynamics. We dis-
pute, however, that the dichotomy has no basis in real
needs or natural ways. Perhaps the only meaningful
distinction between children and adults is the develop-
ment of a concept of consent. However, Landstreicher
himself even goes further than this — he contradicts
himself in the very next paragraph. One must wonder
what his intent here in “disrupting this dichotomy is...

(3) Here is the contradiction — newborn infants cannot feed
or protect themselves sufficiently and are totally reliant
on their parents. Again, it is true in some sense that
the structuring of a childs life is more for the good
of capital-S Society than for the child themself. But
to state that the child-adult dialectic is completely or
wholly a construction of authority is fallacy. What is
needed is not the complete or total destruction of the
parent-child opposition. Rather, it is a radical recon-
struction (or perhaps even a rediscovery) of the lived
relationship of family. Unlike the empty, cold, medi-
ated relationships we experience under industrial capi-
talism, the bonds of family, while certainly not wholly
good in any sense, are fiery, hot, and emotionally po-
tent. What is needed is not a destruction of the family
— but a liberation of it! A liberation from the chains
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4 CHILD MOLESTATION VS. CHILD LOVE

of Morality and Obligation, and a reformation of the
family as a real, lived experience.

(4) In fact,the exact opposite is true. A child is exactly
that to the “child lover — an object to be molded accord-
ing to authority. Landstreichers description of child
molestation conveniently makes the truth of it opaque.
Landstreichers child lover is more properly a child
groomer, who, through the performance of affection
and play, makes a child open to sexual acts they do
not, and perhaps cannot, understand. They are not
being “encouraged to express their “sensuality. Their
sensuality is being produced, they are turned into a
machine for the production of sexual pleasure.

(5) How convenient that the authorities Landstreicher
charges with “true child molestation are the ones who
are most directly engaged in the protection of children
from sexual predators!

(6) Finally, Landstreicher closes with the clearest objec-
tification of children in this “rant. For Landstreicher,
in the end, the child is a tool for the production of
an imaginary, repressed childhood. For Landstreicher,
“child love — molestation — is a ritual with which he can
become feral and return to an Adamic state of “beauty
and ecstasy. It is not the relationship he portrays.
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Child Molestation
VS.

Child Love

Wolfi Landstreicher

(critically annotated)



